
CATCHY HOOKS 
 
The hook (beginning or introduction) establishes the direction your writing will take.  
A catchy hook grabs the reader's attention and refuses to let go because it’s just 
THAT good!  In other words, it “hooks” the reader.  But remember: not every type of 
hook will work for every writer or for every piece of writing… you'll have to 
experiment to figure out what works best for the type of paper you’re writing and what types of hooks you’re 
best at writing. 
 
TYPES OF HOOKS 

 
1. INTERESTING FACT/STATISTIC ‐ Begin your writing with an interesting fact or statistic that will capture the 

reader’s interest.  This type of hook works best when it’s an unusual, quirky, or surprising fact or statistic. 
 

‐ If your throat tickles, scratch your ear.  
 
‐ A recent survey stated that 94% of students, who do their homework regularly, are at the top 20% 

of their graduating class. 
 

Sometimes a statistic or fact will add emphasis or interest to your topic.  It may be wise to  
include the item's authoritative source.  
 
‐ According to the Guinness Book of World Records… 

 
2.  QUESTION ‐ Open with an interesting question that relates to the main idea. 
 

‐ Have you ever wondered how you would survive if you found yourself alone in the wilderness? How 
would you defend yourself against predators? What would you eat? Where would you find water? 

 
‐ Have you ever considered how many books we'd read if it were not for television? 

 
3.  EXAGGERATION (HYBERBOLE) OR OUTRAGEOUS STATEMENT – Open with an exaggeration (Hyberbole) 

that relates to the main idea. 
 
‐ The whole world watched as the comet flew overhead. 

 
4.  STRONG STATEMENT – Open with a strong statement that relates to the main idea. 

 
‐ The Internet is affecting the youth of America and will ruin our nation’s future if myspace.com is not 

shut down. 
 
5.  SCENARIO (SNAP SHOT) – A scenario can, and should, include sensory images and/or onomatopoeias to 

help the readers visualize and/or experience in their minds what you are talking about. 
 

‐ The waves were ten feet high.  The sound of booming thunder echoed as they crashed into the surf. 
Danger lurked in the air, and it smelled our fear.  The accident is like a distant memory but not 
forgotten. It started good and ended with an excellent bonding experience. 



 
 

6.  ANECDOTE ‐ An anecdote can provide an amusing and attention‐getting opening if it 
is short and to the point.  Note:  the story must be brief and should not extend past 
the first paragraph.  Otherwise, your whole essay slips into being a narrative! 

 
‐ A small‐town housewife wants to buy a pair of shoes for her child. She goes out to her favorite local 

shoe store, only to discover they’ve closed due to the popularity of discount giant Wal‐Mart. Huge 
stores like Wal‐Mart are ruining the chances of small business to succeed.  

 
‐ When I went to a local barbecue restaurant last week, I was shocked to discover their health 

inspection rating was below 70%! At my school, that is a failing score, yet this restaurant is still 
open and serving food to the local citizens!  Providing a safe food supply is one of the most sacred 
agreements between marketer and consumer. Why isn’t anyone doing anything to stop this 
dangerous practice?  

 
7. QUOTE ‐ Open with a quotation that is well known or from a famous person. Be sure to put quotations 

around the quotation and give credit to the person who said it. Of course, the quotation must be directly 
related to your topic. A good source is a book of quotations. Look in the library or ask your teacher.  Note: 
the quote must be related to your topic. It is not enough to create a fake conversation. This is called 
dialogue and does not qualify as a quote.  
 

‐ President John F. Kennedy once said, "Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you can 
do for your country." I think today's Americans have forgotten Kennedy's message. We expect our 
country to take care of us, but we are not taking care of our country. 

 
‐ I recently saw a bumper sticker that said, “It’s never too late to have a happy childhood.” What kind 

of childish idea is this? Adults: we kids need you to grow up and act like the leaders you are 
supposed to be. If you spend your adult life trying to recapture your childhood, when are we to have 
the chance to be children? Someone has to be responsible.  

 
8.  DEFINITION ‐ Open with a definition of the term you are discussing. It can be your own or come from a 

dictionary or textbook. If you take it from a dictionary or textbook, be sure to use quotation marks and 
give credit to the source. 

‐ According to Webster's Dictionary, a government is the authority that serves the people and acts 
on their behalf. How can the government know what the people want if the people do not vote? If 
we do not vote, the government may act on its own behalf instead of on the behalf of the people. 

 
9. FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE ‐ Begin with a simile (comparison using like or as), metaphor (comparison saying 

one thing is another thing), onomatopoeia (a sound word), or hyperbole (exaggeration).  The figurative 
language must relate directly to your topic. 

 
‐ The pencil sharpener was always hungry. It ate my pencil every time I went to sharpen it. It never 

seemed to do this to anyone's pencil but mine. What was so special about my pencils? 



 
10.   ANNOUNCEMENT ‐  Tell the reader about the issue and take a stand. 
 

‐   People are going to make bad choices sometimes; that’s just part of being 
human.  As long as we take responsibility for our actions and make amends, 
there’s usually no problem.  Such behavior builds strength of character.  In fact, there’s an increasing 
trend, though, in which parents are allowing children to blame everyone but themselves for their 
mistakes,  If we are going to continue as the strongest nation in the world, we have to find a way to 
stop this nonsense!  

 
11. RIDDLE ‐ Open with a riddle that the reader can solve by reading further. You may want to give the answer 

right away or save it for the conclusion. 
 

‐ What textbook has no pages, is miles wide, and smells like a creek? It's been around for millions of 
years. That's right‐‐Outdoor School. 

 
 
12. PERSONAL EXPERIENCE ‐ Open with something that has happened to you, or a personal experience. It 

could be a part of the story, or it could be something that is not a part of what you are writing about but 
still relates to the topic. 

 
‐ Although I did later in my room, I never cried at my grandfather's funeral. I guess that is why I felt 

so sad for the little girl standing next to her grandma's coffin. She looked so lost and afraid. 
 

13. THINKING – Begin with a thought inside the character’s mind. 
 

‐ “Last day at the beach, if I don’t’ do it now I never will,” I thought to myself as I paddled to meet my 
destiny.  The accident is like a distant memory but not forgotten. It started good and ended with an 
excellent bonding experience. 

 
14.  SURPRISE ‐ Set up expectations, then surprise the reader 
 

‐ I was good at surfing.  Nothing could touch me, not anyone, not anything.  I was immortal and 
untouchable by wipe outs. Then, the day of reckoning came. The accident is like a distant memory 
but not forgotten. It started good and ended with an excellent bonding experience. 

 
15. SET‐UP ‐ Set – up the action for the whole story in a few sentences. 
 

‐ That day the wind was beating down on the water.  The waves were twice as tall as I was.  I will 
never forget that day when I first rode a wave on my new surfboard. The accident is like a distant 
memory but not forgotten. It started good and ended with an excellent bonding experience. 

 
 


